
My Native Town Podolsk 

I consider Podolsk to be my 

native town, even though I was 

born in another country. I have 

been living in Podolsk since my 

early childhood. It is also a 

hometown of my mother, my 

grandparents and my great 

grandparents.  

  It’s known that some towns of Moscow region are over 600-800 years old, such as 

Serpukhov, Kolomna, Mozhaisk, Zvenigorod, and Sergiev Passad.  Comparing to 

them, Podolsk is rather young town. It’s only 236 years old. When I began to study 

the history of the place where Podolsk was founded, I discovered a lot of interesting 

facts. The town stands on the ancient Slavic land and I live in the heart of it, in the 

village Dobryatino which was founded in the 10th century by the legendary 

governor Dobrynya Nikitich. The ancient town was named Dobryatin. Recent 

archaeological excavations have proved the reliability of these facts. Therefore, the 

history of Podolsk begins with the village Dobryatino. In December 1559, Russian 

Tsar Ivan the Terrible gave the villages Dobryatino, Podol, as well as other villages 

of that area to Danilov Monastery. Podol means a low place under a mountain. That 

is where the village Podol appeared - on the bank of Pakhra River, under its high 

slope. The village was located near the big road which had a great length and 

communication with large cities. It was the reason of its rapid growth and soon the 

village became the town.  Podolsk received the status of the town in 1781. It was 

done by the order of the Russian Empress Ekaterina the Second.  

In our days there are number of historical places in Podolsk but I especially like the 

Church of the Signs which is in Dubrovitsy estate. I think this is a true architectural 

masterpiece. I am sure that no one will remain indifferent when he sees an amazing 

church on a high hill. The dome of the church is crowned with a royal crown. The 

church was built at the request of the prince Golitsyn in the 17th century. This is 

one of the few ancient buildings in Podolsk which survived until modern days. 

Besides Dubrovitsy estate there are number of other historical places and very 

beautiful churches in my hometown. Modern Podolsk is one of the most important 

economic and cultural centers of the Moscow region. 

 I am truly happy to live in such beautiful town where every place is filled with 

history. 
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