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There are many historic sites in Moscow region. Some of them are famous for 

their unique architecture, others are known to have been visited by prominent 

Russian artists or writers. Podolsk district also has something to be proud of. My 

essay is to highlight one of the most beautiful masterpieces of architecture – the Holy 

Sign Church in Dubrovitsy.  

 

The Dubrovitsy Estate is situated on the high bank of the Pakhra River in 

Podolsk suburbs. As a matter of fact, Podolsk is not very old – it was founded a little 

more than two centuries ago. There are not so many historical monuments here.  The 

Holy Sign Church in Dubrovitsy, constructed between 1690 and 1703, makes the 

Dobrovitsy Estate the most famous landmark of our city. The Church is a 

magnificent building representing the mixture of the Italian and the Russian 

architectural schools. It is truly a unique example of Baroque Style. The design of 

the Church is untypical of Russian religious architecture. The exterior walls and 

steps are decorated with numerous statues of Christian saints and angels. The Dome 

is shaped as a Golden Crown which symbolizes the glory of Christianity.  

 

The interior also makes an 

unforgettable impression on both 

the parishioners and the tourists 

as the walls, painted light blue 

and decorated with exquisite 

carvings and floral ornaments, 

and the white stone figures 

create the atmosphere of purity, 

levity and welfare.  

 

 

As soon as you step inside the Church, you have the sense of high spirituality, 

brilliance and glory. You can hardly breathe when you look at all the splendor. 



I am proud of the fact that the Holy Sign Church is famous not only in Russia, 

but all around the world. Tourists visit Dubrovitsy to admire its beauty. Local people 

come here to relax and enjoy the peace and quiet of this old estate.   They feast their 

eyes on the stunning scenery of the two rivers which join together at the foot of the 

hill on which the Church stands. This picturesque place is really worth visiting.  

 

 

The Holy Sign Church is included in the list of UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites. Some parts of the Church have been under reconstruction for several years 

already and I see it as a good sign, because we must preserve this unique place for 

the next generations. 

 


