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There are many sights in Podolsk, for example, churches, museums, monuments 

and others. However, I would like to draw your attention to the factory named 

“Singer”. This factory plays an important role in the history of Podolsk. 

When people hear the word “Singer”, they think that the name is German, but in 

fact, the company was created in the USA and it was named after the mechanic 

Isaac Singer, whose parents came to America from Germany. 

In the 19th century in Europe sewing machines were sold by George Neidlinger, 

who was the main trade agent and had a big warehouse in Hamburg and 65 

branches in Russia. The sewing machines were in great demand in Russia and, as a 

result, in 1897 a joint stock company named “Manufacturing Company Singer” 

was created. However, importing sewing machines from abroad was very 

expensive. Therefore, a new factory in Russia was founded. Podolsk was chosen as 

the place for building the factory. In 1902 the factory was constructed. A German 

engineer named Walter Frank Dickson was appointed the director. And he kept the 

position until 1917. 

Thanks to the new factory, a lot of qualified people came to live and work in 

Podolsk. The town started growing. By 1914 Russia had taken the second place in 

the world for selling the sewing machines after the USA. In 1918 the factory was 

nationalized by the new Russian government. A few years later the factory started 

selling the machines after the trademark “Gosshweimashina” and starting from 

1931 under “PMZ” (Podolsk mechanical plant) trademark. Since 1930 the country 

began manufacturing sewing machines in other cities and towns. 

Thus, “Singer” is actually an important sight of Podolsk as the factory has not only 

created jobs for many people but it has made a great contribution to the 

development of the city and the country as well. The history of the factory reflects 

the history of the whole country, including the wars, destruction and rise of 

manufacturing, producing various kinds of products, from consumer goods to 

motorcycles. However, the factory keeps the main thing which is the traditions of 



the world’s unique sewing machines manufacturing and the best human resources 

in the industry. 

 


